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Sanders assessing campaign after 
latest setback in primaries. A3 
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Virus 
strains 
housing 
market 


State’s Gold Coast 
most affected, but 
optimism remains 


By KENNETH R. 
GOSSELIN AND 
AMANDA BLANCO 


As Connecticut adjusts to 
the coronavirus economy, 
the state’s housing market — 
not yet fully recovered from 
the last recession — will 
likely see a slowdown in 
sales in the next few months 
but there is potential for 
bouncing back later in the 
year once public gathering 
restrictions are lifted. 

“I’m not expecting this to 
be a long-term slowdown,” 
Joanne Breen, president of 
CTRealtors, a statewide real 
estate industry group. 
“Were going to see it slow 
down over the next 3 to 5 
weeks, maybe, but I do 
think, just based on the way 
the market started this year, 
which really got off to a 
bang, when this is over, 
we're going to be in a very 
robust market.” 

Connecticut’s home sale 
market is still trying to 
recover from the devas- 
tating downturn of the last 
recession, more than a dec- 
ade ago. 

Some gains have been 
made. In 2019, the median 
sale price of a single-family 
house — where half the 
sales are above, half below 
— reached levels not seen 
since 2008, but the median 
was still 12% percent below 
the most recent peak in 
2007. 

There was optimism for a 
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“Every seller is 
concerned about 
that because 
they don’t want 
people who 
potentially have 
exposure to be 
in their house.” 


Carl A. Lantz, a real estate 
agent at Coldwell Banker 
in West Hartford 


STATE POLL 


Biden holds wide edge over Trump 
in Courant/Sacred Heart poll. B1 


JUMPING SHIP 


Brady ready to make long-woeful 
Buccaneers relevant again. C5 
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


FIRST DEATH IN 


State officials probe the potential spread 
of virus at two homes for senior citizens 
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CONNECTICUT 


Health department orders labs to report 
all positive and negative tests to the state 
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A nurse talks with a car-bound patient lined up for testing outside Bristol Hospital’s coronavirus specimen collection station. 


‘Wartime president’ 
invokes emergency 
powers amid crisis 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE 
AND JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
fronting twin health and econ- 
omic crises, President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday in- 
voked emergency powers to 
marshal critical medical sup- 
plies against a coronavirus 
pandemic threatening to over- 
whelm hospitals and other 
treatment centers. 

The Senate acted on the 
economic front, approving 
legislation to guarantee sick 
leave to workers sickened by 
the disease. 

Trump described himselfas 
a “wartime president” as virus 
cases surged and the markets 
fell, and he took a series of 
extraordinary steps to steady a 
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ALEX SLITZ/LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER 


Harry Powell changes the marquee to include a message to 
patrons Wednesday at the Kentucky Theatre in Lexington. 


The day’s events 


> Connecticut has its first death from the coronavirus 
outbreak — an 88-year-old man from Ridgefield. 

> President Donald Trump invokes emergency powers 
and signs legislation that will guarantee sick leave to 
workers who are sickened by the disease. 

> Stocks tumble again, this time more than 5%. A6 

> Closed borders in Europe unleash chaos. A9 

> Madison teacher, others stranded in foreign countries. B1 
> Connecticut breweries, wineries and distilleries try to 
stay afloat during the public health emergency. B1 


Lamont shutters 
malls, amusement 
parks, zoos, more 


By ALEX PUTTERMAN AND 
CHRISTOPHER KEATING 


An 88-year-old man from 
Ridgefield was the first Con- 
necticut resident to die of 
COVID-19, Gov. Ned Lamont 
announced Wednesday, as state 
officials probe the potential 
spread of the coronavirus at 
two homes for senior citizens. 

“The first death is not unex- 
pected, but it’s a shock,” Lam- 
ont said. “It’s a shock because it 
makes this so real for all of our 
families.” 

State health officials have 
identified two homes for sen- 
iors where at least one resident 
has COVID-19: Benchmark 
Senior Living in Ridgefield — 
where the 88-year-old man 
lived — and Evergreen Health 
Care Center in Stafford Springs, 
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State’s attorney clears officer in Wethersfield shooting 


Family of 18-year-old victim Anthony Vega-Cruz 
‘outraged’ with ruling, will still fight in civil court 


By NICHOLAS RONDINONE 


Hartford State’s Attorney Gail 
P. Hardy cleared a Wethersfield 
officer of wrongdoing Wednesday 
in the deadly shooting last April of 
18-year-old Anthony Vega-Cruz — 
a decision met with anger from 
the family and their attorney. 

Hardy ruled that Officer Layau 
Eulizier was justified on April 20, 
2019, when he opened fire on 
Vega-Cruz, who was behind the 


wheel of a vehicle on the Silas 
Deane Highway. 

“Officer Eulizier discharged his 
firearm in fear that the operator 
was about to run him over and 
that he would lose his own life,” 
Hardy wrote in her mandated 
report issued Wednesday. 

The report comes nearly 1 
months after the killing, despite 
calls from the public for a speedy 
investigation. No criminal action 
will be taken against Eulizier 


following the report. 

In a statement, the family’s 
attorney said they are “outraged” 
with Hardy’s ruling, but will 
continue their fight in civil court. 

“We are outraged that the 
officer will not face charges, but 
we remain hopeful that we will 
help the Cruz family find justice in 
civil court. We intend to pursue 
civil lawsuits against the officer 
and the Wethersfield Police De- 
partment,” said Attorney Ben 
Crump. “This execution-style 
killing was senseless — a traffic 
violation should not carry a death 
sentence. Officer Eulizier was 


sworn to protect the rights of 
every citizen, and he failed that 
duty in the most shocking of ways. 
We will continue to pursue civil 
remedies so that Chulo’s family 
will get the justice they deserve.” 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Connecticut, which has 
followed the case, was critical of 
Hardy’s ruling and her decision to 
release it during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

“Once again, a Connecticut 
prosecutor has decided not to 
pursue justice for a young man of 
color who was killed by police,” 
said David McGuire, executive 


director of the ACLU of Connecti- 
cut. “Anthony Jose ‘Chulo’ Vega- 
Cruz should still be alive today. It 
is shameful and unconscionable 
that State’s Attorney Hardy and 
the Division of Criminal Justice 
chose to release this news in the 
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
forcing people to choose between 
protecting their health and pro- 
testing and mourning the state’s 
choice not to pursue justice for 
Chulo” 

Dash camera footage from the 
incident shows Eulizier chasing 
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